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NEEDWOOT 


The PROPOSAL of the Officers of the 
Crown, to the Freeholders and other Perſc 


in the County of Stafford, for a D1v1s10 


aver HEREAS, in the Year 1656, a Treaty was ſet on Foot by the then 
Ruling Powers for a Partition of the Foreſt of Neediwwond, and Com- 
a miſſtoner's and Surveyors were appointed, as well on the Part of the 
I, State, as on the Part of the Frecholders, for ſettling the Terms and 
DS Conditions thereof; and after the Claims of all Perſons intereſted 
had been fully examined into by the Commiſſioners, it was in the 
rear 16 58 finally ſettled and agreed, that One Half of the Open Foreſt, 
(the whole containing 9220 Acres, 1 Rood, and 24 Poles) and allo One Tenth Part of the 
Timber ſhould be allotted and allowed g the Freehelders in lieu of all their Rights and In- 
tereſts, and that h Other Half of the Open F oreſt, and the Reſt of the Timber, (ſhould re- 
main the Property of the State; it was alſo agreed, that the Freeholders Share of the Fo- 
reſt ſhould be apportioned to the ſeveral Towns, in the ſeveral Quantities ſtated on the 
Plan hereunto annexed, and the ſame were accordingly ſtaked out and allotted ; but 
King Charles the Second, on his Reſtoration, chooſing to preſerve the Foreſt in it's 
original State, did not confirm the faid Partition, and therefore it was not ſuffered 
to be compleated. Ax D wHEREAs, by an Order of the Right Honourable the 
Chancellor and the Council of His Majeſty's Duchy of Lancaſter, bearing Date the 
27th Day of May laſt, taking Notice, that the King's Majeſty, in Right of His 
Duchy of Lancaſter, is ſeized of the ſaid Foreſt, and of the Soil thereof, ſubject to 
ſuch Right of Common, and other Rights, as the Owners and Occupiers of Houſes 
and Lands in certain Towns within or near unto the faid Foreſt are, in reſpect thereof, 
intitled unto within and upon the ſame ; that the ſaid Foreſt is fituate in the Centre 
of a very populous Part of the Kingdom, and in the Vicinity of the City of Litchfield, 
and of the Towns of Stafford, Derby, Birmingham, Burton, Uttoxetur, and Pagets 
Bromley ; that although the greater Part, if not the whole, of the ſaid Foreſt is na- 
turally rich and fertile, and the Stock of Deer thereon but ſmall, yet that by means 
of the limited Rights of the Commoners upon the ſaid Foreſt, - the great Extent of 
the Thickets and Coverts, the unimproved State of the Lawns and Plains, and the great 
Number of Avenues communicating with or opening upon, the ſaid Foreſt, which 
render the Safety of the Cattle turned and kept thereon precarious and hazardous, the 
real Benefits ariſing to the Commoners and to the Community from the ſaid Foreſt are 
of trifling Account, in Compariſon of what might be derived therefrom, , the Deer 
were to be deſtroyed, and the Foreſt brought into a State of Cultroation ; that the In- 
cloſure and Improvement of Waſtes in general are attended with great Benefits, as 
well to the Individuals immediately intereſted therein, as to the Community; that the 
Extent and Situation of this Foreſt are ſuch as render an Incloſure thereof peculiarly 
defirable ; and that % King's Majeſty hath been graciouſly pleaſed to fignify to his 
Lordſhip the Chancellor of the faid Duchy His Majeſty's R-adineſs to concur in a Par- 
tition thereof, upon the Terms agreed to in the ſaid Year 1658: Upon Conſideration 
of all which Circumſtances, the Right Honourable the Chancellor and the Council 
of the faid Court did, by the ſaid Order on the Part of His Majeſty, declare their 
Readineſs to concur with the Freeholders and others, having Rights of Common in 
the faid Foreſt, in a Partition and Divifion thereof, upon the Proportion and accord- 
ing to the Mode agreed upon in the faid Year 1658; and it was thereupon Ordered, 
that His Majeſty's Axbearer of the [iid Foreſt and the Receiver of the King's Revenues 
ariſing within the County of Stafford, thould communicate to the Freeholders, and 
other Perſons intereſted in the ſaid Foreſt, the following Plan, as the Propoſal of that 
Court on the Part of the Crown fir a Partition thereof. In purſuance of the ſaid 
Order, we the ſaid Axbearer and Recciver do propoſe the following Plan, for a Diviſion 
of the ſaid Foreſt, unto the ſaid Frecholders, and other Perſons intereſted, for their 


Conſideration, to be carried into Execution by a Bill in Parliament, in caſe the ſame 
ſhall meet with their Approbation. and Conſent, 


Firft, THAT there thall be allotted to each reſpective Town, freed and diſcharged 
from all Rights of the Crown, the ſeveral Lots of Ground deſcribed on the annexed 
Plan, containing together 4610 Acres and 24 Poles, being One Moiety of the whole Foreſt, 
(exclutive of all Incroachments) and that every Town defirous of ſubdividing its Al- 
lotment ſhall be at Liberty to infert in the Act of Parliament ſuitable Proviſions 


for that Purpoſe ; and that general Powers (hall alſo be inſerted therein for the Inhabi- 
tants of each Town, who thall reſolve to kee 


and Enjoyment of ſuch Common. 


their Allotment as a Common, from 
Time to Time to make Rules and Orders amongſt themſelves, for regulating the Uſe 
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the Duchy of Lancaſter, on the Part of the 
erſons intereſted in the Foreſt of Needzwood, 
10N of the ſaid Foreſt. 


holders Allotments down to Six Inches Girth, and within a reaſonable Time to 
be limited, make a Duplicate of their Account and Valuation of the faid Trees 
and Pollards, verified by their Oath, and deliver one of ſuch Duplicates to he 
Receiver General of the Duchy, and the other of ſuch Duplicates unto the Clerk of 
the Peace for the County of Stafford, for the Inſpection of all Parties intereſted ; and 
that upon Payment by the ſaid Receiver-General, into the Hands of the Overſeer or 
Overſeers of the Poor of each reſpective Town, it's due Proportion of ſuch Tenth Part 


of the faid Value, all the ſaid Trees and Pollards ſo marked thall be the Property of the 
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King; and Three Years ſhall be allowed to the Officers of the Crown tor felling and 
clearing away the ſame. But no Part of the faid Trees or Pollards ſhall be cut down, 
until the Receiver-General ſhall have made ſuch Payment to the Overſeer or Overſeers as 
aforeſaid ; and that all Trees ſtanding on each reſpective Allotment, being under Six 
Inches Girth, ſhall belong to the Town intitled to ſuch Allotment. 


Sixthy, Tur out of the Money fo to be paid into the Hands of the Overſeers of the 
Poor of each Town, the ſaid Overſeers ſhall in the firſt Place defray the Expences of 
making it's due Proportion of the Fences and Gates, where any ſuch ſhall be neceſſary, 
for ſeparating it's Allotment from the Allotment of the adjoining Town; and after Pay- 
ment thereof, the Re/idue of the ſaid Money may, if the Freeholders approve of it, be 


applied in Aid of the Land Tax ot of the Poor's Rates of each reſpective Town in- 


titled thereto; and where there are no ſuch Fences or Gates to be made, the whole of 


ſuch Town's Share of the ſaid Money may be in like Manner applied in Aid of Taxes 
or Rates, as the Frecholders ſhall think fit. | 


Seventhly, THAT a ſufficient Part of the King's Allotment ſhall be fold in Fee Sim- 
ple; and that the Money therefrom arifing, and alſo the Money to ariſe from the ſaid 
Timber and Pollards, (after deducting what ſhall have been paid to the ſaid Overſeers 
for the Tenth Part of the Value thereof) ſhall be applied by the King's Receiver un- 
der the Direction of the Duchy Court, towards defray ing the Expence of obtainin 
the Act of Parliament, and of ſurveying the Foreſt, and making Fences for ſeparatin 
the King's Allotment from the Freeholders Allotments, and what ſhall remain of ſuch 
Fund ſhall belong to the King ; but if it ſhall be inſufficient, the Deficiency ſhall be 
made good out of the other Part of the King's Revenues. 


Eighthly, THAT all the Fences of the King's Allotment ſhall be repaired by the 
Crown or it's Tenants, and that where the Freeholders Allotments ſhall adjoin to 
each other, each Town ſhall repair and maintain it's Share of the Fences for dividing 


the ſame, according to the Proportions which ſuch Fences ſhall bear to the Quan- 
tity of Ground contained in the Allotments benefited thereby. 


Ninthly, Tu Ar, before the paſſing the Act of Parliament, proper Roads and Ways 
ſhall be ſtaked out, and an actual Admeaſurement and Survey made of the whole 
Foreſt, by a E Surveyor to be appointed by the Duchy Court, thereby deſcribing 
the ſaid Roads and Ways, and all Incloſures and Incroachments, and diſtinguiſhing 
the Incroachments from the Freehold and Copyhold Tenements thereon; and that 
Duplicates of ſuch Survey and of the Field Book ſhall (without any Expepce to the 
Frecholders) be depoſited, for the ſafe Cuſtody thereof, one with the Clerk of the 
Peace, and the other in the Pariſh Cheſt belonging to Yoxall, for the Uſe and 


Inſpection of all Perſons concerned. 


Tentllh, IN As Mc as the exact Situation or Boundaries of the Allotments of 
the reſpective Towns, as ſet out in 1658, cannot be now diſcovered with any Degree 
of Preciſion, it is propoſed that the Allotments to Marchmgton, Marchington-Wood- 
lands, Houndbill, Stubby-Lane, Scropton, Moorton, and Draycott, containing together 
1107 Acres, 3 Roods, and 38 Perches, ſhall be accepted by the Freeholders of thoſe 
Seven Towns in one Lot as deſcribed on the Plan, and be afterwards ſubdivided 
between thoſe reſpective Towns by ſuch Perſon or Perſons as the Freeholders of the 
ſaid Towns ſhall name, in Proportion to the Quantities allotted in 1658, giving or 
taking and allowing, according to Quantity, Quality, Situation and Value of the 
Whole of that Allotment ; and that the Allotments of Coton, Fawld, Hanbury, and 
Hanbury-Wodend, containing together 315 Acres, and 36 Perches, ſhall be accepted by 
the Frecholders of thoſe Towns u One Allotment as deſcribed in the Plan, and be in 
like Manner ſubdivided between ſuch reſpective Towns, in Proportion to the Quantities 
allotted in 1658, giving or taking and allowing according to Quantity, Quality, Situ- 


ſuch Right of Common, and other Rights, as the Owners and Occupicrs of Foutes 
and Lands in certain Towns within or near unto the ſaid Foreit are, in reſpedt thereof, 
intitled unto within and upon the fame ; that the ſaid Foreſt is 11tuate in the Centre 
of a very populous Part of the Kingdom, and in the Vicinity of the City of Licchfielil, 
and of the Towns of Staffsrd, Derby, Birmingham, Burton, Uttoxetur, and Pagets 
Bromley ; that although the greater Part, if not the whole, of the ſaid Forett is na- 
turally rich and fertile, and the Stock cf Deer thereon but ſmall, yet that by means 
of the limited Rights of the Commoncrs upon the ſaid Foreſt, the great Extent of 
the Thickets and Coverts, the unimproved State of the Lawns and Plains, and the great 
Number of Avenues communicating with or opening upon, the ſaid Foreſt, which 
render the Safety of the Cattle turned and kept thereon precarious and hazardous, the 
real Benefits ariſing to the Commoners and to the Community from the ſaid Foreit are 
of trifling Account, in Compariſon of what might be derived theretrom, the Deer 
were to be deſtroyed, and the Foreſt brought into a State of Cultreation ; that the In- 
cloſure and Improvement of Waſtes in general are attended with great Benefits, as 
well to the Indiciduals immediately intereited therein, as to the Community; that the 
Extent and Situation of this Foreſt are ſuch as render an Incloſure thereof peculiarly 
defirable ; and that zhe King's Majc/ty hath been graciouſly pleaſed to fignity to his 
Lordſhip the Chancellor of the ſaid Duchy His Majeſty's R-adinyſs to concur in a Par- 
tition thereof, upon the Terms agreed to in the ſaid Year 1658: Upon Contideration 
of all which Circumſtances, the Right Honourable the Chancellor and the Council 
of the ſaid Court did, by the faid Order cn the Part of His Majeity, declare their 
Readineſs to concur with the Frecholders and others, having Rights of Common in 
the ſaid Foreſt, in a Partition and Divifion thereof, upon the Proportion and accord- 
ing to the Mode agreed upon in the faid Year 16 58; and it was thereupon Ordered, 
that His Majeſty's Axbearer of the [iid Foreſt and the Receiver of the King's Revenues 
ariſing within the County of Stafford, thould communicate to the Freeholders, and 
other Perſons intereſted in the ſaid Foreſt, the following Plan, as the Propoſal of that 
Court on the Part of the Crown for a Partition thereof. In purſuance of the ſaid 
Order, we the ſaid Axbearer and Recciver do propoſe the following Plan, for a Diviſion 
of the ſaid Foreſt, unto the ſaid Frecholders, and other Perſons intereſted, for their 
Conſideration, to be carried into Execution by a Bill in Parliament, in caſe the ſame 
ſhall meet with their Approbation and Conſent. 


Firſt, THAT there ſhall be allotted to each reſpective Town, freed and diſcharged 
from all Rights of the Crown, the ſeveral Lots of Ground deſcribed on the annexed 
Plan, containing together 4610 Acres and 24 Poles, being One Moiety of the whole Foreſt, 
(excluſive of all Incroachments) and that every Town defirous of ſubdividing its Al- 
lotment ſhall be at Liberty to inſert in the Act of Parliament ſuitable Proviſions 
for that Purpoſe ; and that general Powers (hall alſo be inſerted therein for the Inhabi- 
tants of each Town, who ſhall reſolve to keep their Allotment as a Common, from 
Time to Time to make Rules and Orders amongſt themſelves, for regulating the Uſe 
and Enjoyment of ſuch Common. 


Secondly, THaT the other Motety of the open Foreſt ſhall remain the Property of the King, 
diſcharged from the Rights of the Freeholders; and, in Conſideration thereof, that the ſaid 
Foreſt ſhall be de-afforeſted, and the Deer deſtroyed within one Year after paſſing the Act. 


Thirdly, THAT Proviſions ſhall alſo be made by the Act on the Behalf of all Per- 
ſons who now enjoy any Incroachments on the Foreſt, for veſting in them and their 
Heirs the abſolute Ownerſhip of their reſpective Incroachments in Fee Simple, without 

paying any Rent, Amerciament, or other Acknowledgment to the Crown, in reſpect thereof; 

and as this Indulgence to the Holders of Incroachments flows from His Majeſty's Bounty, 
no Deduction is to be made in reſpect thereof out of ebe Freeholders Half of the 
Foreſt, but they are to have their tull Moiety as if no Incroachment had ever been 
made, ſo that the whole of the Incroachments given to the preſent Holders will be 12 
Dimmution of the Quantity of the King's Share of the Foreſt. 


Fourthly, THaT the Allotment of every Town ſhall become and be made Part 
of the Town entitled to ſuch reſpective Allotment, and be there aſſeſſable to all Rates 
and Taxes ; and that the Incroachments immediately bordering upon or lying within 
the Limits of each Allotment, ſhall be conſidered as within, and be made Part of the 
Town to which ſuch reſpective Allotment ſhall belong. 


Fifthly, Tn aT the Freeholders at large ſhall (as in 1658) be intitled to receive One 
Tenth Part of the Value of all Oak Trees and Pollards ſtanding on the F recholders | 
Allotment down to Six Inches Girth, to be paid by the Receiver General of the Duchy ; 
which Tenth Part ſhall be apportioned and paid to the reſpective Towns according to 
the Quantity of the Land contained in their reſpective Allotments ; and for adjuiting 
the fame Two Appraiſers ſhall be named, one on the Part of the Criwn, and the 
other on the Part of the Freebolders, (with Power for the Appraiſers to elect an Um- 
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pire if they diſagree) and that ſuch Appraiſers ſhall, at the King's Expence, mark 
and ſet a fair Value upon all the Maiden Trees and Pollards of Oak on the Free- 


Duchy-Chambers, Grey's-Iun, Lenden, June 3, 1778. 
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tleled thereto; and where there are no ſuch Fences or Gates to be made, the whole of 


tuch Town's Share of the faid Money may be in like Manner applied in Aid of Taxes 
2r Rats, as the Freehulders thall think fit. 


Seventhly, THAT a ſufficient Part of the King's Allotment ſhall be fold iz Fee Sim- 
p/-; and that the Money therefrom ariſing, and alſo the Money to arite from the ſaid 
Timber and Pollards, (after deducting what ſhall have been paid to the ſaid Overſeers 
for the Tenth Part of the Value thereof) ſhall be applied by the King's Receiver un- 
der the Direction of the Duchy Court, towards detraying the Expence of obtaining 
the Act of Parliament, and of ſurveying the Foreſt, and making Fences for ſeparating 
the King's Allotment from the Freeholders Allotments, and what ſhall remain of ſuch 
Fund thall belong to the Ning; but if it ſhall be inſufficient, the Deficiency ſhall be 
made good out ot the other Part of the King's Revenues. 


Eighthly, Tur all the Fences of the King's Allotment ſhall be repaired by the 
Crown or it's Tenants, and that where the Freeholders Allotments ſhall adjoin to 
each other, each Town ſhall repair and maintain it's Share of the Fences for dividing 
the ſame, according to the Proportions which ſuch Fences ſhall bear to the Quan- 
tity of Ground contained in the Allotments benefited thereby. 


Ninthly, Tu Ar, before the paſſing the Act of Parliament, proper Roads and Ways 
all be ſtaked out, and an actual Admeaſurement and Survey made of the whole 
Foreſt, by a 2 Surveyor to be appointed by the Duchy Court, thereby deſcribing 
the ſaid Roads and Ways, and all Incloſures and Incroachments, and diſtinguiſhing 
the Incroachments from the Freehold and Copyhold Tenements thereon; and that 
Duplicates of ſuch Survey and of the Field Book ſhall (without any Expepce to the 
Frecholders) be depoſited, for the fafe Cuſtody thereot, one with the Clerk of the 


Peace, and the other in the Pariſh Cheſt belonging to Yoxall, for the Uſe and 
Inſpection of all Perſons concerned. | 


Tenthly, IN As xc as the exact Situation or Boundaries of the Allotments of 
the reſpective Towns, as ſet out in 1658, cannot be now diſcovered with any Degree 
of Preciſion, it is propoſed that the Allotments to Marchmgton, Marchington-Wood- 
lands, Houndbill, Stubby-Lane, Scropton, Moorton, and Draycott, containing together 
1107 Acres, 3 Roods, and 38 Perches, ſhall be accepted by the Freeholders of thoſe 
Sven Towns in one Lot as deſcribed on the Plan, and be afterwards ſubdivided 
between thoſe reſpective Towns by ſuch Perſon or Perſons as the Freeholders of the 
ſaid Towns ſhall name, in Proportion to the Quantities allotted in 1658, giving or 
taking and allowing, according to Quantity, Quality, Situation and Value of the 
Whole of that Allotment ; and that the Allotments of Coton, Fawld, Hanb 
Hanbury-Woodend, containing together 315 Acres, and 36 Perches, ſhall be accepted by 


the Frecholders of thoſe Towns in One Allotment as deſcribed in the Plan, and be in 


like Manner ſubdivided between ſuch reſpective Towns, in Proportion to the Quantities 


allotted in 1658, giving or taking and allowing according to Quantity, Quality, Situ- 
ation and Value; and that the Allotments to the ſeveral other Towns ſhall be ſet out pre- 
vious to the Paſſing the Act of Parliament, in the Manner deſcribed on the annexed 
Plan, or as nearly correſponding therewith as conveniently may be. 


Laſtly, As it is probable the Freeholders of ſome of the Towns may be defirous 
of incloſing their Shares immediately, and may alſo, for the Sake of Situation, wiſh 
to have their Allotments, or ſome Parts thereof, laid within the Lines deſcribed on 
the annexed Plan for the King's Allotment, it is propoſed to inſert in the Act a 
Clauſe for enabling the Crown to make Exchanges; and in the mean Time if any of 
the Frecholders will point out to the Officers of the Duchy ſuch Variations in the 
Situations of their Allotments as they wiſh to take Place, they may be aſſured of 


being accommodated in every reaſonable Requiſition on that Head, and that ſuitable 


Proviſions ſhall be made accordingly. 


As every Town hath it's peculiar and independent Intereſts to attend to, it is re- 
commended, as the readieſt and ſureſt Method of taking the Senſe of the Country upon 
this weighty Matter, that @ ſeparate Meeting of the Freeholders of each Town be 
had, and that it be there conſidered how far the Terms hereby offered are expedient 
to be adopted, or in what reſpect they * to be varied; and in caſe the Perſons 
preſent at ſuch Meetings ſhall approve of a Diviſion of the Foreſt, it is ſubmitted 
to their Conſideration, Whether it will not be proper for them to authorize one or 
more of the Freeholders, then preſent, to act on the Part of each reſpective Town, 


and to aſſiſt the Surveyor to be employed as aforeſaid in ſtaking out Roads and Ways, 


and to meet the Axbearer and Receiver of the Duchy in order to treat and agree upon 


and finally ſettle the Terms and Conditions of the Diviſion, ſo far as each reſpective 
Town is concerned; for which Purpoſe the ſaid Axbearer and Receiver will be 


ready on the Part of the Crown to meet the Perſons fo appointed either in London 
or at the Foref, as they ſhall defire. | 


W. MASTERMAN, Arxbearer. 
FRA RUSSELL. Receiver. 


, and 


þ man | = 
— 4” 


—— CT — — 


AU Ht — — — — — 


= 


| Engraved for the uu of the Freeholdera, to- 


* 


Ss USE ND 


E N Nee 


A 
PLAN or SKETCH 
of 


NEEDWOOD FOREST 
in the 
COUNTY of STAFFORD. 


Men the Ouantitica of Land alllled lo the” 
regfuective Tonmy un 1658 & the Sidualton of — 2. 
the weveral  Mlotmentos offered lo the Freeholder.) 

in the Jear 1598 under the ( er & Authority 

of the Duchy lourt, 8 


Dotsfore Gate 


Havens Next 


5 
\ * 
to; N 
8 
| \ 
wh 
1] 
| 7 
DHT of 103d. S 
| — 


vale 


mo 


4 "G76 
V 


or 0 


T X 


0) 


Pe HELD \ 


from 


HANDBURY 


\ Fhatochmere 


—— — — L—— — 20 


= | Tot! 207 5 4 * 


Agardslev Fark 


A 
PLAN or SKETCH 
of 


NEEDWOOD FOREST 
in the 
COUNTY of STAFFORD. 


Engraved for the u of | the Freehotders, l — 
mien, d. Ou, of Landallotted to the” 

He .everal Mlotmento offered lo the Freehotder.) 

in the Jear 15 58 under the Order & Authority 


— 


DIVISION of 1058. 


. BD: 
Allotment to the State 2 0 
Allotments to . 


1 

24 

24 
[= EIF/Z77 


| * The Forest was artilied i100 to contain | 0 
9924.1 24 but ere appears to have been * 
a mutual in the cam o that only the . 
above Quantity can te compided upon 


Foals as 1 W or 2 MILES 
1 5 2 


| JED GED GENY CS GD US CS OL 


20 20 30 3o fo ERS 


— ñ — — @ 


— — — ———— 
— 


From ILAMPS ar 


YOXH ALL 


— —— 


Turn 


V. For Wie better ior mation == Freeholders. the sereral Allotments deroribed 
on the Plan will be rorthwith marked out with Jui. 


_— 


